A Mysterious Faculty
whenever a complicated instrument is created.
A simple mathematical analysis, by the theory of
probability, demonstrates that the "monkeys" failed
to write a single page because of a lack of time available
in our planetary process. How could the same " mon-
keys/' during the same time, have produced the intel-
lects that wrote all books, composed all symphonies,
and created all sciences?
There is no doubt that in many cases the creation
of a new type by nature could be well explained on the
basis of a cut and try method, followed by an automatic
selection or elimination. There is a classic example of
some motley bugs that have a colouring similar to the
trees or leaves on which they live. Their development
can be explained. While nature might at random
produce various coloured bugs, yet birds would pick
up the brightly coloured ones, and gradually the ones
with protective colouring would remain and reproduce
their kind. There is the giraffe, whose long neck per-
mitted it to feed on leaves of high trees during years
when similar fellows with shorter necks were perishing
from hunger. There are countless other cases that can
be satisfactorily explained in a similar way. There are
also different cases.
Consider the faculty of eyesight. For tens, if not
for hundreds of thousands of years these complicated
instruments, our eyes, must have been under gradual
development. For thousands of generations the new
faculty was nearly useless until it became sufficiently
perfected for service. It is hard to accept the develop
ment of this remarkable optical instrument, as well as
several other complicated expedient mechanisms, as
being the result of an accidental combination of par-